
·{?"* f'":, I •• -

Mr, Toli;nn . . .. ~ 

~ NR 001 LIi P.LAIN 
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TO DI~R 
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iv 

FEDERAL BURfAU OF IIMZIIOA Tifi} 
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

DEC 131970 
~ T.E~e;,:;y:es 

0 ~1...~q1 
' '' . HOWARD HUGnES, INFORMATION CONCERNING - MISSING PERSON • 

.-/' ~E 'B~TEL CALL THIS DATE. 
' ) 

~RESENT WHEREABOUTS OF FORSYTHE AND WELGE UNKNOWN. . ) . -

Mr. Sulliva~j 
Mr. Mo~--
Mr. Bisnop_t 
Mr.BrennanCD-
Mr. Callahan 
Mr. Caspe..._r __ 
Mr. Con~a -
Mr. Fel 
Mr. Gal 
Mr. Rose 
Mr. Tav 
Mr. Walters....
Mr. Soyars
Tele. n<v-m...__ 
Miss Holm~ 
Miss _Gandy._ 

UJQUfijIES ·,JNDICATE lHEY ARE TO ARRIVE IN L'AS VEGAS SOMETIME -, -.- -,. -~ 
AFTElt~TEN 'op. .M. TONIGHT. INFORMATION HAS BE.EN -RECEIVED THAT . . . 

' .... 
HUGHES NEVADA OPERATIONS PERSONNEL TENTATIV~LY PLAN TO HAVE 

FORSYTHE sf GIVEN A LIE DETECTOR 'fi~sT BY c~R~~9 SHERI?- ·

1
.y!W · 

OFFICE IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING HIS ARMI/@AL Iff'LAS VEGAS.~f() 
- - , , ' I 

LAS VEGAS WILL OBTAIN RESULTS OF POLYGRAPH TEST AND 

THEREAFTER CONDUCT THE INTERVIEWS. 
1£.X-106-

END 

TRC FBI WASHINGTO~ DC 

ens, Diit ~ 

t·1 DEC 15 1970 

J 
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-r, AIRTEL 

TO: - · SAC, Las Vegas 

FROM: ·Di:rector, FBr 
(!} . 

·HOWARD .HUGHES;. . . 
INFORMATION CONCERNING- MISSING PERSON 

~ ¼' • 

·neurtel l.2/11/70. 

l~/14/70 

1 Mr. Cooke 
1 ;.;. ltir: Aci'ams 

-. 
_ · 1'his is to ·confirm ·Buteical. 12/13/70,· when you ·were 

requested to·. interview ;immediately .Levarie M. Forsythe and ,w·ayne 
Welge iu14• ·tak~ signed .stat~ments, if possibl"e. In even.t these 
two indiv~duals substa~tially corrQborate ~nforinatio~ in retel, 
add~tional: interviews are ~esired.with sec~etaries· of Hughes, 

· part.iculilrly Roy .Craw:foJ:d and. Hosv~d Eckersley noted, .in retel. 

. 'Butel Tei,ults 'and ·ke:ep Bureau in:f'oi'meil of devif/.opme'\J 

m=!iv 
NOTE: 

SA J·. R. Aaams called SAC CampJ?ell, LV, q:20, p.m., 
~2/13/70, re ~bove. 

I .• 
, Tolson-......_..........,.. 

Sullivan ..... --=--.. 
·Mohr_,....-·..-....

Bishop~ ........... 
Brennan, C.D. = 
Callahan · -- •-·---_ 
Caspcr,...,....--
Conrad,;.;· ...,;;,,-...._ 
Felt --... , 

MAiLED 23 

D ~.C 1.-:· 1970 
COMM-Fat 

!i~l~-~ .-.~~:. - ~·· i. L 
Soyari, _ ·~ · c · :) . / 

: ri~::~~00~ ~D:. ~i'. . .. ,, ·.: . . ''ff .. . 
. Gandy,.:0.=c:~ --~~ . . ·T~LET E UNl'.I:c:J 

... 

10 DEC 1~, 1970 
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OPJIOHA(IO~NO, 10 .o·· . SOI0-106 MAT ltU,lDIIION . ' ·.' -~ 
~' • OJA Of.if.' 110. HO. 27 ·-... ~ .. ........ .- ' . 
·_;.UNITED STATES 9 'R~lvfENT 

, M emorpfl~utn_. 
\1 

TO .: Mr. ·Sullivan1 DATE: December 19, 1970 
~U'7T· MT"A>I 

FR~M , A. Ros~ 

a - ~ - - - -
· Wal rs---1 - Mr. Sulii va~ Soyars .. , , · ---

1. · M Ro · Tclc.'Rooin .:.__ 
'!'" . r. Sen· Holmes ·__,..,,_-

. ~i ~. Mr·. Malley Gandy . _- . . 

~ 2 ·:~: .~::tr ~-. · ·. -·· v-;. SUBJECT.:. HOW ARD HUGHES 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
MISSING PERSON 

I 

1 - Mr. Gale . 
. ' . ,.. ., 

l . - M~. Bishop · .:."J~~ 
Reference is made to memoran~um..fJ."oin.A. Rose~ to Mr~ Sulliva_µ 

dated 12-.17-70, in which form~r SAC Dean Elson vol\g1teered information to 
our Las Vegas Office concerning a ·California-contractor, Leya.ne· Forsythe, 
who was allegedly present when an individual ~elieved to be Hughes-was 
removed from his hotel in Las Vegas_ and· taken to the air.po~t. ~Ison. also 
believed 3: California engineer named Wayne Welges .to haye·first-~an4 . 
_information concerning Hughes's departure. Forsythe.was allege4~Y hired 
for .his assignment by Roy Crawford, ;i inale secretary of Hqwar4'Hughes's,

1
. 

and a pe.rson believed to be How~d Eckersley, ~ughes's pe_rsonat se·c.re~y,_ 
~as ·pr~seµt at the time of Hlighes.'s departure. Instructions were issu~d \o· . , 
intervi~w Forsythe and Welges .at on~e ai:id then Crawford ·~rid How,~d: \ 

5-Eckersley. Welges was located and he·advised. he h_~d ·no P.ef:r~onarknowletlg 
_·of the .matter-and received.h~s information from Fors.vthe. . ~ ·· 
C':) J_J . 

~ _. Forsythe advised Agents he wa~ paid $5.00 by .an JI. L •. Crawford· 
~ (p~~-~-!l?!Y identic~l with Roy 9rawf~rd}. a H~~hes aide) 1:<> :¢u~d ~iye au~o~ 
;- . mop~iel?\~t the exit of the DesertJnn Hotel 1µ ~Las Vegas~. He .s~~~ed that 
• ~ about 1:40 a."m., 11-26-70,. he saw four inen exit the !i9t~J ?,Iid.!believes,·one 

\ 

to _have been Hughes. +his iftdividu~ was· heard to say• "Will.s9meone get 
Bob Maheu-or Pat Hyland. " (Hyland.-is-he.ad ·9f Hughe~· Airc~aft G9~n~y. iµ 
Califo~ni~). 0t·l1l mro-14 It;. 'l- _ 991f O./-.·'i,;;;).:.\ . . 

Howard Eckersley was inte~yie~ed at his reside~c-~)·~n. Salt Lak~1 ity; 

\

Utah, 12-18-70,. an4·advised t}:lat Hughes de~iqed to·r .~move -·R<Jbert :\'JI~eu as 
number 9ne·. man 'in hi's Nevada,enterprises beca~se ·o.f_ M.~~-~'s lavi __ sh ·sp_endb;ig 
over the past three years b~t corisig_er¢d placing him\~n ;·another position with_ 
less authority. He stated on 11-:-14-70, --Hughes: signed a -p~oxy giving the 

I Hughes Tool Company au.thority to v9t~ his stock. He said.14· month·s. ago• 
Hughes ta1;ked about mc;>ving ana rented ro~*-1~.-~t. th~. Bri~i~. B¢ach. Hot~l, 
Nassau, in the Bahamas, but only decided to leave Las Vegas apJ2l'.,O:<f.im.Jtf .. eJy _ 

I 
three qays before h\s departure~ He s~t~d o~ 11-25-70, Hughes dec~4~d.the. 

· time -had_~3:11e to remove Maheu and advised Eckersley that Maheu .\1la\Xl<Bb~970 
irrationamen he received·th~news -~~d -he (Hughes) ~id not wan!_to.~eJ57-~se~ , 

5~G~jffl'.w97_:, . SENT?RECTO CO~lliUED - OVER 

. - r . . ./ :i-1 "J- 7 ' 0;rltV 18-cv-01635-803 



-· 

I • 

a .. - -. 'b 
• • 1 ~ 

Memorandum to Mr. Sullivan ~ ~'!..',~ 
RE: HOWARD HUGHES ~ t,A~ 1 ~ 

~" f.!!:i,_ I> A-.3> - ~· 

.Georg~rancom, LaVarlMY.ler • Gordoii"'lQfa:rgohslb.t'd J!imsetookHughes b?c 
5 

I 
---; Eckersley advi~g that at 8:30 ~· ll_l· _, 1~-25-70f>....,[. .... ,, ..... ,.,,....,...,,..._ .....-=,,,......-!I b

6 -= 
: down,a Jtaii:_w..!!Y.. through.,a11,.aim .. ¥.;..e .. L§.h9P.QQ.Q.f,,..~9..!P.!s> •. .a.~R.~~-~l .. ti:µ.£.lfj.,!l the 
.,1w,.e§t P¥,.~g;J,oJ;.~9JJtj.§J!9~~1. He .stated Hughes wore dark glasses ~d could 
harctiy see so he was s....~.e..~des. He stated the only person 
Hughes spoke to was to say hello to Margolis after leaving the building. He 
stated they departed from Nellis Air Force Base, Las Vegas, which w~s 
3:,rranged by Lockheed' Aircraft Vice President Jack ~eal and that a group 
consisting of himself, I I Francom, Myler, Carl Romm and Norman 
@:3-ne accompanied Hugh~s to Nassau. H stat~d Cr,~e Js Hughes,fspii.ysician 
ancI aitfiough Hughes. was not ill, he wanted ·him pre en • e r er a vised 
that after arrival in the Bahamas, Hughes read Hank Greenspun article 
(publisher of Las Vegas Sun) alleging that he was. kidnaped .and advised the 
Hughes Tool Company director that the proxy should be executed immediately 
removing Maheu. He stated that Hughes is presently in the Bahamas with his a1des. 

x· \ ~1-A- 1£4 BA-t1. JJt:V . 
Roy Ed\;Var·4crawfo:rd, .En__g_ino, California, ~staff aid~ to Hughes, was 

interviewed by Bureau Agents in Miami:, Florida, 1.2-18g7o, ·and advised that 
he did not Il_lak;e the· trip from Las Vegas to the :Bahamas with ~e Hughes pa:i;ty 
~nd that he did not· take part ii} the planning for the trip and did' hot learn of 
the details until he went back on duty, Sunday, 11-29-10, in Na·ssau. Crawford 
advised that he do~s not lµlow Forsythe and Welges -and knows of no H. L. or 
H. G. Crawford. :fie stated that Hughes.'s trip to the Baha~as had been planned 
for over a year·.and the general details were known .by Maheu andll b6 -5 

(another individual allegedly fired by Hughes). He stated the actuaf'tripwas b?c - 5 

~ang.~Ltb._e.J.~§tmmute which was known only by the individuals. taking part 
in 'the -trip which-did not include himself. · 

Former SAC Dean Elson on 12-:-18-70, advised it -was learned that 
Brigadier General. H. K. ~ansen, Commanding General, -Nellis . Air Force Base, 
had been asked ·by his superiors to· explain·why a civilian aircraft .had been · 
cleared for take off on the evening before Thanksgiving (11-25-70). Elsonsaid 
it _appe~s• a colo~el from the Judge Advocate General's Qffic~ Q.ad knowledge 
of this and an unkno'Yn captain .apparently observed a man_lo;\~\DJ:QAci.¥ilian 
a~_,_OJ}...,rit...§!teJ.£h~<;.~t~J.JPID:0,9U~ ,at .:Nellis Air Force Base' on the even
ing· of 1i-25-70 • . No .information ~st(? the 1.deiitffi_e~ of the colonel or captain is 
known. Elson-said.General Hansen.testified' in closed court session, 12-18-70. 

" . 

18-cv-01,63 5-804 
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·Memorandum ta Mr. Sullivan 
RE: HOWARD HUGHES 

ACTION: On the basis-of .'information giv;en .our Agents, it appears Forsythe's 
allegations may not be valiq.; however, it is to be noted that tl_le _o~y w_~y !,:o 
be certain that Hughes was riot ltj.dnaped is t<>Jgt.e:r;view]fl.!gh:e~ anq_ask him• - · •i 
if he was_,•, in fact, · ~driaped. - " 

If the Director -wtshes, this will b_e done. 

I ' 

- 3 -
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\R M LAS VEGAS (62-582) 10P 

0 

Mr: Walte;;-
Mr. Soya~ 
Te?e, Roo_m __ 
Miss Holmes_ 
Miss Gandy_ 

HOWARD HUGHES, INFORMATION CONCERNING - MISSING PERSON. 

REMYTELS DECEftl?ER .ONE, FOUR, FIVE, SIX, AND EIGHT LAST. 

THE POWER STRµGGLE ·FOR CONTROL OF HUGHES' NEVADA INTERESTS 

BETWEEN CHESTER DAVIS - FRANK GAY (HUGHES TOOL CO • ) A ND ROBERT ,_ 
~HEU (HUGHES NEVADA.OPERATIONS) CONTINUES. LOCAL COURT HEARINGS 

~ING CONDUCTED DAI~Y TO ESTABLISH AUTHENTICITY OF DOCUMENT~ :z o:::· -;, 
-o 
cffiURPORTEDLY EMANATING FROM HUGHES PERSONALLY IN THIS MATTER. 
LU 0::: . - . 
2: § ~RESS COVERAGE EXTENSIVE WITH MAJOR HEADLINES IN LAS VEGAS NEWS-

o::: ~APERS ON DAILY BASIS .• >-U> 
0... 0::: 

8 ~ DEAN -ELSON (FO~MER SAC WHO IS 

'FOLLOW! NG INFORMATIO.N TOD_AY: ' . 
- \. - .,·:: 

NOW MAHEU~~ FURNISHED . 

I . \ . VJ '2-- 9"lf{o/:.-/~q 
ON DECEMBER TEN LAST HIS OFFICE RECE~VED MYSTERIOUS ~ESSA~~ 

...__; 

----.~~ --...-~~......,.. 
TO CONTACT AN UNKNOWN INDIVIDUAL AT A TEi.EPHON-E NUMBER IN LOS ... . ~ ... 

_ ,: • s DEC 31 1970 
ANGELES. UPON l'lAK;ING COtJTACT AT ifH~~· NUMBE.R ELSON WAS ADVISED BY 

'I"" ,_____--

. WAYNE W~LGE THAT HE WOULD PUT HIM IN TOUCH .~ITH ANOTHER_ INDIVIDUAL 

l-

-.,~~--- I. .,, < 11. 
8111/2

1 
iirCTOR , 1/f"? !!::r~ 

-;;., .-I-: - l'.t ;· · . •\/~~'¼.!.~~~ . 
18-cv-01635-806 @f' 1 
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PA<?E rwo 
WHOM HE WOULD NO'{ IDENTIFY WHO~ HE FELT WAS A PAR'I:ICIPANT I'N THE 

~¥\BDUCTION" OF HOWARD HUGHES. UPON MAKI NG~ELEPHONE CONTACT WITH 

THE LATTER UNKNOWN MALE, WHO WOULD ~DENTIFY HIMSELF AS "LMK", . 

ELSON WAS TOLD THI$ INDIVIDUAL HAD BEEN CONSULTING WIT}{ 

WELGE AND HAD DECIDED THAT HE WOULD DIVULGE INFORMATION ~.N HIS ---- . . ' 

POSSESSION IN THIS MATTER AT THIS TIME INASMUCH A~ HE WA~ FEARFijL 

FOR HIS PERSONAL SAFETY. 

ELSON ARRANGED TO TRAVEL FROM ~AS VEGAS J.O Los ANGELES AND 

MEET WELGE AND THE PREVIOUSLY UNIDENTIFIED MALE IN THE PENTHOUSE 

LOUNGE OF THE.INTERNATIONAL HOTEL, LOS ANGELES, AT, ABOUT EiGHT PM 

DE;CEMBER JE:N LAST. THE UNKNOWN MAN AT THIS TIME IDENTIFIED HI.MSELF 

flS LEVANE M. FORSYTHE, A CONTRACTOR I.NVOLVED IN E?(CA.VATIONS. WELGE 

iDENTIFIED HIMSEI:.F AS A CDJIL ENGINEER AND DID NOT GIVE A PLACE ·OF 

EMPLOYMENT. FORSYTHE I.ND I CA TED THAT HJ TRAVEL IO LAS VEGAS ON 

PERSONAL BUSIN~ES QVER THE YEARS HE BECAME A QUAINTED WITH AN 

INDIVIDUAL WHO WORKED IN THE CASHIERS CAGE AT 

NAMED GIL ~AST NAME UNKNOWN> 

·END P.AGE TWO 

18-cv-01635-807., 
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PAGE TW 

PAGE THREE 

v · u 
oo G Q. 

CASHIER AT THE STARDUST). THROUGH GIL, FORSYTHE MET ROY CRAWFORD, . 
ONE OF THE MALE SECREiARfES ~HO HAS LONG BEEN EMPLOYED BY HOWARD 

- .. 
HUGHES AND ATTENDED HIM PERSONALLY I~ HIS ISOLATED PENTHOUSE AT 

l
THE DESERT INN. ABOUT A MONTH AGO FORSYTHE RECEIVED A CALL FROM . 

CRAWF.ORD STATING HE MIGHT HAVE A JOB FOR HIM', BUT DID NOT _FURTHER 

IDENTIFY THE JOB~ FORSYTHE LATER RECEIVED A CALL FROM CRAWFORD 

TO COME TO THE DESERT INN HOTEL IN LAS VEGAS ON NOVEMBER TWENTY-

SIX. FORSYTHE DID THIS AND AT THAT TIME ACCEPTED A~ ·ASSIGNMENT 

FROM CRAWFORD FOR FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS AND THE PROMISE OF FIVE 

HUNDRED DOLLARS MORE AT A LATER DATE. FORSYTHE•s JOB WAS TO GUARD 
. ., 

: APPROXIMATELY SIX CARS PARKED IN THE 'NORTH PARKI_NG LOT OF THE 

, DESERT INN HOTEL. HE WAS TO MAKE SURE THE CARS REMAINtD SECURE 
-

AND WERE AT NO ~TIME BLOCKED BY OTHER VtHICLES. FORSYTHE KNEW NONE 

OF SEVERAL OTHER INDIVIDUALS OBVIOUSLY iNVOLVED ON THE SAME ASSIGN-
-F 

MENT, HOWEVER, AtL WORE A PECULIAR TYPE OF BUTTPN 1N THEIR LAPEL 

TO IDENTIFY THEMSELVES. THE ONLY' INFORMATION ON THE ASSIGNMENT 

,WHICH FORSYTHE RECEIVED WAS THAT AN INDIVIDUAL WHO WAS ILL HAD TO 

BE MOVED FROM THE HOTEL • 

END PAGE THREE 1s-cv'-0163 s--aos 
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PAGE FOU~ 

AT APPROXIMATELY TWQ AM NOVEMBER _TWENTY-SEVEN LAST TWO MEN 

;XITED A FIRE ESCAPE DOORWAY FROM .THE HOTEL IN" THE VICINITY OF 

TIIE SIX PARKED CARS. THESE TWO MEN WER_E EITHER HELPING OR 

CARRYING A, SMAI.:LER INDIVIDUAL, ·wHo· APPEARED EITHER TO BE ILL OR' 

E~TREMEI.:Y WEAK AND WAS DRESSED O~LY -IN f~JAMAS AND A ROBE: O~E 
-- ANIS 11.t..·•:no\oU'-" UN \{.No""-Jr-J 

MALE INDIVIDUAL FOLLOWED THESE two MEN_~-~/\TP 
-.. . ' . . - -

HIM, FORSYTHE, ACCORDING TO ELSON, -DESCRIB~D THE INDIVIDU~L IN 

SUCH DETAIL THAT ELSON CONC~UDED THIS INDIVIDUAL WAS HO.WARD -
ECKERSLEY, HUGHES' PERSONAL SECR~TARY. AS THE MAN WAS BEING 

HELPED . OR CARRIED SOME FIFTEEN ro rwENTY YARDS TO A WAITING 

VEHIGLE., HE APPEARE0 Tq ,ATTEMPT TO TURN TOWARD FORSYT_HE AND pTHER 

fERSONS STANDJNG IN THE AREA AND IN A FAIRLY LOUD VOICE 'EXCLAIMED 

·•.GET ME BQB· MAHEU OR P~T HYLAND". NO RESPONSE WAS GIVEN BY ANYONE,. 
! 

, . -
AND THE MAN WAS EITHER HELPED OR FORCED .INTO ONE OF THE WAITING 

~ARSA IT .IS NOTED THAT Pt\ 

C~Y.:.,.£.,AL.lE..QJiN .. LA .. , A ND I~ 

~GHES •• ~ 

END PAGE FOUR 

FS ' AJ:-RCRA,F-:.T-

FRI~ND AND ASSOCIATE OF 

18-cv-0163 5·-809 
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PAGE FIVE 

THE SIX CARS THEN P~OCEEDED FROM THE PARKING LOT IN PROCESSION 

WITH ABOUT T,HREE OR FOUR MALE INDIVIDUALS IN EACH CAR. THE MAN 

WHO HAD 'BEEN HELPED OR CARRIED INTO THE CAR RODE IN· EITHER THE 
. . 

FIRST OR .SECOND CAR. FORSYTHE ROD~ IN THE FdU~TH CAR. · ALL CARS 

PROCEEDED ALONG LAS VEGAS BOµLEVARD UNTIL THEY APPEARED TO BE 

APPROACHING AN A~RPORT (FORSYTHE STAT-ED· HE OB~ERVED A FLASHING 

A!RPPRT-TYPE· LIGHJ). POSSIBL,Y HUGHES AIRlERMINAL, LAS V¢GAS. 

A' SijORT DiSTANCE FROM THE AIR~ORT THE THIR~ CAR IN T~E PROCESSION 

filOPPED, AS DID ALL CARS ·BEHIND ~AME .• A MAN EXITED THE THIRD 

CAR AND CAME BA~K AND T.O~D ALL OCCUPANTS OF THE CARS IN THE R~AR TO 

RETU~N TO THE ' STRIP AREA AND GO ABOUT THEIR OWN PURSUI1S. MEANWHILE 
. ' . 

THE FIRST AND SECOND CARS IN T~E PROCESSION HAD PROCEEDED IN 
'· 

THE DIRECTION OF THE AIRPORT. FORSYTHE 

filA~~S HE REtURNED TO HIS HOTEL AND THt FOLLOWING DAY LEFT LAS 
) VEGAS .• 

l 
IT MAS NOT UNTIL FO.RSYTHE READ NEWSPAP~R ACCOUNTS THAT HE 

CONCLUDED THAT THE INDIVIDUAL WHO~ HE HAD OBSERVED BEING LOADED 

INTO A ~AR IN LAS VEGAS ON JHE MORNING OF NOVEMBER TWENTY-SEVEN 
- . ' 

END PAGE FI VE 
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PAGE SIX 

l LAST WAS HOWARD HUGHES. SINCE T-HIS DAT! FORSYTHE HAS MADE SEVERAL 
-

ATTEMPTS TO GET IN TOUCH WITH CRAWFORD AND.HYLAND AND UPON EACH 
. 

OCCASION HE IS REFERRED TO THE HUGHES ENTERPRISES OFFICE AT SEVEN • 
. 

THOUSAND ROMA! E. STREET, LOS ANGELES , \~HIGH IS THE HEA UARTERS ~ 
_'-t, iAtif£-- .. -~~ 

OFFICE OF FRANK" AY, Wo HAS ALLIED HIMSELF WITH CHESTER DAVIS IN 
• j • 

. . . 
1HE FACTION OP~OSI~~ MAHEU. FORSYfHE STATES THAT IN 

'!---;,;.H..,_I s_c ..... A,L.::,LS:....:H.::.:E:...' ..::W.:.:A S:.....:'T:.:0:.:L:.D_'.f~O:...:B:.:E:__:.Q U:I:.:· E:.:T:....:..:A.::.N :..D ~~S:.:.A:.:Y....:.:.NO:..T:.:• H::.:I:.:N:.:G~FU:.:R~T:.:.H:.:E.:.:R:...' C~O:...:N~-

CE ~NI NG THE INCIDENT Itf WHICH HE PARTICIPATED. HE A-tSQ STATES 

THAT ON ONE OF THESE CALLS HE BELIEVED HE TALKED WITH CHESTER DAVIS. 

ELSON ARRANGED FOR FORSYTHE AND WELGE TO _R~TURN WITW HIM TO 
' 

LAS VEGAS iN THE EARLY AM TODAY AND HAD THE~ CHECK INTO THE DUNES 

HOTEL. THEY WERE BOTH QUESTION.ED BY MAHEU AND MORTON GALANE, THE 

ATTORNEY REPRESENT.ING NAHEU IN THE LOCAL DISTRICT COURT HEARINGS. ... - '· . 

jELSON STATES 'rHAT DESPITE .CERTAIN SOMEWHAT INCREDIBLE ASPECTS OF 

THE STORY, BOTH. FORSYTHE AND WELGE HAV~ BEEN CONSIST6NT. HE 

\POINTED OUT THAT HE rs· COMPLETELY _UNAWARE OF THE BACKGROUNDS OF 

lwELGE AND FORSYTHE, HOWEVER, WELGE HAS ·DESCRIBED FORSYT~E AS .A 

END PAGE SIX 

'.j 
I 
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PAGE SEVEN 

~CCESSFUL CONTRACTOR WHO IS PROBABLY WORTH A HALF A MILLION 

DOLLARS. ELSON FURiHER STATED THAT WELGE HAS COMMENTED THAT HE 

F.EE_LS ~OTH HE. AND FORSYTHE SHOULD GO TO THE F.BI WITJ:{ THEIR STORY, 

·1~ASMUCH A~ THEY FEEL THAT FORSYTHE U~DOUBTEDLY PARTICIPATED 

UNKNOWINGLY IN THE REMOVAL OF HUGHES tROM THE DESER! INN HOTEL. 

AGAINST HIS WILL. NO SUBSTANTIATION FQR THIS CONCLUSION CAN BE 

~!VEN OTHER THAN FOR T~E SEPRETIVE NATURE UNDER WHICH THE DEPAR

TURE TOOK PLACE, AND THE REPORTED C.ALL THE IND! VI DUAJ.. ·MADE IN THE 

PARKINµ t.OT, FOR MAHEU OR 'HYLAND. FORSYTHE ADMITS HE HAS NO IDEA 

WHAT HAPPENED.FOLLOWING THE TIME THE VEHICLE IN WHICH HE WAS 

RIDING DEPARTE'D THE PROCESSIO.N TO THE AI RPO RT. IT IS AL·so TO BE 

NOTED THAT TWO AM ON_ NOVEMBER TWENTY -SEVEN ,IS ABOUT TWENT'(-FOUR 

HOURS LATE:R JHAN PREVIOUS· REPORTS -Of .HUGHE$' DEPARTURE FROM THE 

DESERT UJN • 

I 
NO COMMENT WA$ MADE TO ELSON AS TO WHAT A~TION THIS BUREAU 

\~OULD OR WOULD NOT TAKE IN CONNEC.TI~ WITH THE\ LNFORMATION HE 

FURNISHED, AND HE DID NOT MAKE ANY RQUEST TO BE ADVISED OF SAME. 

END PAGE SEVEN 
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PAGE EIGHT 

{HE POIN':fED. OUT 'THAT NO PUBLICITY HAD BEEN .GIVEN_ THI~ MATTER THUS 

FAR AND ·NONE WAS ANTICIPATED AT THIS TIME THAT ,HE KNEW OF. HE 

STATED H~ DID.NOT KNOW WHETHER FORSYTHE AND WELGE PLANNED TO 

CONTACT THE FBI WITH THIS INFORMATION, BUT STATED THEY HAD CON-
' 

TEMfLATED DOING THIS. HE DID NOT INDI_CATE THAT ANY RECOMMENDATION. 

j WOULD BE MADE BY HIM , OR T~E MAHEU FACTI.ON AS TO WHETHER WELGE AND f~1k<ff'1e 

SHOULD MAKE A PERSQNAL REPORT TO THE FBr. 

NO IDENTIFIABLE INFORMATION LOS ANGELES INDICES CONCERNING• 

EITHER WELGE OR FORSYTHE AND THEY ARE' NbT. ·cISTED IN CURRENT 

LOS ANGELES PHONE B"OOK • 

FOR THE INFORMATION OF THE BUREAU, ALL FACETS OF THE HUGHES 

MATTER CONTINUE TO BE PR0tr1INENTLY PUBLICIZED IN THE PRESS. IN 

VIEW OF THE NEBULOUS NATURE OF THE INFORMATION REPORTEDLY BEING 

FURNISHED BY FORSYTHE AND WELGE .ANti THE LACK 6F ANY MORE SPECIFIC 
~ 

'FACiTs TO INDICATE AN ACTUAL ABDUCTION, NO FURTHER INQUIRY WILL ijE 

'MADE INTO THIS MATT,ER AT THIS TIME BY LAS VEGAS. IT IS NOT FELT 

THAT THE INFORMATION PRESENTED SETS FORTH SUFFICIENT INDICATION OF 

END• PAGE EIGHT 
18-,cv-01635-813 
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PAGE NINE 

A FEDERA~ VIOLATION TO WARRANT OUR SEEKING OUT FQRSYTHE AND WELGE 

FOR INTERVIEW. IN THE EVENT THEY· VOLUNTARILY APP·EAR AT TH!'S 

OFFICE, LAS VEGAS WILL ACCEPT AND EVALUATE ANY AND ALL INFORMATION 

THEY FURN! SH AND WILL MAKE FURTHER 'RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE BUREAU 

PRIOR TO CONDtJ~T~ANY I.NVES1:_IGAT.I9N IN THE HUGHES MATTER ~ , 
r - '-A~~d~ . ~~ . . h ~~LI .. ~"'" ~ ~ ' 

ADDEN • ' · 

~·~ - . ~ ~~y~~. ~~;,(/ 

NSPUN, , W(ACTED ~A ___ I 
A-5 vt,f,/f~, N,;''1/ .. 

TODAY. INQUIRED AS THIS OF.FICE WAS . . ! 
. - . ... ~ ~ I 

AWARE OF A THAT A GUARD HAD BEEN LOCATED WHO PARTICIPATED~.! 

~N REMOVAL OF HUGHES IN AM, ELEVEN T;E~TY-SEVEN SEVENTY FROM. DESERT l:f, , ; 

INN AGAINST HIS WILL~ WHEN QUERIED AS TO WHAt INFORMATION ~E 

POSSESSESSED, GREENSPUN ·RELATED ·SAME BASIC STORY AS DID ELSON, 

ALTHOUGH HE DID NOT FURNISH, OR APPEAR TO POSSESS, OTHER T,HAN THE . 
BASIC FACT$. GREENSPUN STATED HE WAS FURNISHING THESE ADD'ITIONAL 

DATA BECAUSE HE FELT THE F'BI SHOULD CONDUCT IVESTIGATION IN' THIS 

MATTER UNDER THE KIDNAPP.iNG STATUTE. NO COMMENT WAS MADE TO 

GREENSPUN OTHER THAN THAT THE INFO~MATION HE FURNISHED WOULD BE 
, 

MADE A MATTER OF RECORD AND EVALUATED IN CONNECT;ION WITH ANY 

END PAGE NINE 
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PAGE TEN 

FEDERAL VIOLATION WITHIN THE JURISDICTION OF THIS BUREAU. 

END 
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• Mr. Tolso.,_n· _ 

·• 1 'Mr. Sullivan_ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU".::'OF iNvfs°Tlci.'\TIO:t . () 
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION \I. 

DEC 1 7 1970 / · 
. - ~~ 

TELETYPE 

... , Mr. Mohr _ ___: 
Mr. Bishop __ 
Mr!BrennanCD_ 
Mr. Callahan_ 1 

Mt. Casper ___ .
1

1 

Mr. Conrad._ 
l\lr. Felt. - -
Mr. Gale· I! 
Mr. Rosen~ 
Mr. Tavel.:_L:._ . 
Mr. Walters_ ; 
Mr. ~"'Yars_ i 
Tele. Roo .... m __ t 

Miss Holmes 
Miss Gandy-= I 

123~AM JMMEDIAfE 12-16-70 MAM 
A?PR.O'.r·IU: !- TE t:Cr!·:::?IES 

/'7Jlrno DIRECTOR AH:> n ~-=-~ on :cc.::3 
~JV !,D'JI~J;.) '.e'l !W}~'l:!NG :-.. ~ 
~ '/ LAS VEGAS (62-582) ZLi:?~S) ';? 

DA!E ~ lr1'1-"-ffr-7"'---r;,:---

DECLAS:f Fr.EDi3Y < • · Classifted by ----
FROM MIAMI (62- ) t-" .. __._~-~ ,_., ~ 

0 ON ,:') V \X ~ ~ ~ Declas n: OJIDR 
HOWARD HUGHES, INFORMATION CONCERNING - MISSING PERSO.N. 

REFERENCE BU AIRTEL TO MIAMI AND TEl:. CALL, TWELVE FI VE LArf,/_(;J 
• • --I tAU I ~ 

AND MIAMI TEL CALL, INSTANT DATE. ;<_ l-~/...J-L ~ · 

!:!:. ~ ~"2-1, titv~e- l'>P., 
INVESTIGATION AT NASSAU, ~AH~MAS- REFLECT ROYr CR~ORD OF) />A- I~ -

§NCINO, ~ALIFORJUA, AND HOWAR~"EcKERSLE]"oFJSALT [f~'fqIJY-!. -· 

~; :°aTAH, AIDES TO HUGHES, CURRENTLY AT H~E; CRAWFORD. RETURNING/ 
ll 2:e::: ~· @t PRIVATE JET, INSTANT DATE.~ u 1 2, 
' z ~i~\l-
;! E§ g ECKERSLEY IN LAS VEGAS AT JUDICIA,L H~R_ING ~ AND PLANS TO . . ,. 

1 :~AY REST OF WEEK AT HIS RESIDENCE.I ~ 1 ~G,-~ & '2.- 99~01-Jio··. 
·~~ -
~--g~ HUGHES ALLEGED TO BE IN NINTH FLOOR SUITE AT BRITT~NIA ... _ ___, ~ 

t. 
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, PAGE TWO 

HUGHES ALLEGEDLY IN GOOD HEALTH, AND IN FULL POSSESSION 

OF HIS FACULTIE~.~ U 

SEVEN AMERICANS DEPORTED BY BAHAMIAN AUTHORITIES INSTANT 

DATE AFTER BEING FOUND IN ROOM DIRECTLY BELOW SUITE OF HUGHES. 

MEN WERE HIRED AND LED BY BEVERLY HILLS, CALIFORNIA A'[TORNEY, 
-1/ - A 

MORGAN $/.\RALLS, JR.~ THEN CAUGHJ WITH ELECTRONIC EXESDROPPING -

EQUIPMENT, CAMERAS, AND MARITIME CHARTS. RALLS' CHECKBOOK 

/3 I}-. ,s. 

INDICATED TWO ENTRIES TO A PETER MAHEU:~~ , v· 1 ~ 

OTHERS DEPORTED INCLUDED,-FORMER AGENT~! ! J_Jl;. - b6 -5 
/ t2d ,c " ..i~ " •· b7C -5 (CJ. ANDI ~~S-~OF PECEASED FQRMER AGENT 

\ AND PRIVATE INVESTIGATOR FROM MIAMI, FLORID,A. · ,OTHE.RS INCLUDED 
-✓ u~ L . µ~ · ~ 

-\~\ I ,, ,' I ~:~:RED JJJ.S.T..ICF QE~AR.T.MENT 

~~· EMP':OYEE , WHO ADl1!_~T E_~ _B~!:NG·lNG:-'IN E/ESD OP PING EQUIP ME T , • ..IN

~ ~ ST A NT ~tfA!'E ,. 
~ \ ,..___ _______ ---------. ---___,.,N,.,.........,,.T _ 

RETIRED LT. FROM THE NYCPD .• ~) Lt ·-....--

THREE OTHERS CHECKED OUT OF HOTEL DURING ACTIVITIES WITH ,v i.1$ r· ~ 
1BAH'AMIAN OFFICIALS, AND INCLUDED I EDWIN A.i RICKS, 

1~) Lt tJ't,../ 
_END PAGE TWO ~ 
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PAGE TijREE ,/ U 

AND .... I _______ l THE Lf\TTER TWO FROM RENO; NEVADA.~Ji-3,4,. -/')_. 
':k::" ;/ 

HUGHES AIDE, I I IN!ERVIEtlED AND ADVISED HE PER-
t,/ ,.__ ----- /3/J,l ,s~ -

somALLY DEPARTED LAS VEGAS, NEVADA \rrTH HUGHES, AND HE ·PERSON-

ALLY KNEW ALL PERSONS TAKING PART IN THE ENTOtlRAGE. DENIED 

KNOWING FORSYTHE, AND DISCREDITED STORY OF ABDUCTION AND DETAILS 

SURROUNDING DEPARTURE FROM LAS VEGAS, NEVADA. I lsTATEs 

ECKERSLEY TOOK .PART IN TRIP TO BAHAMA~, BUT CRAWFORD WAS NOT 

A PARTICIPANT.I .... ___ I STATES HUGHES IS AT BRITTANIA BEACH 

HOTEL AND REMAINS IN FULL CONTROL OF FACULTIES AND BUSINESS 

INTERESTS. 

END 
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FBI WASH DC CLR 
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- ,) GSA GIN~ 110. No. 21 ~ 

.-.-. VNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

TO 

FROM : 

SUBJECT: 

Memorandum 
Mr. Sulliva,~ 

Mr. Ros~ 

0 
HOWARD HUGHES 
INFORMATION CONCERNING -
MISSING PERSON 

In connection with the power struggle for control of -
Howard Hughes's Nevada interests, former SAC·Dean EJsan voJun
~ered information to·our Las Vegas Office concerziing·a 
Calif'O"rnia coritra'ctor, Levane Forsythe, who was allegedly 
present when an individuaf.helieved to be Hughes was removed 
from his hotel in Las Veg~s and taken to the airport. Elson 
also• believea a California engineer named Wayne Welges t.o 
have first hand information concerning Hughes'' s departure. 
Pursuant to-instructions that For~ythe and Welges should -be 

/

interviewed, W-@J ges wasJocated, and he_~"'l,;i.13_e_4 he_h~d no 
~ p~rsonal knowledge of the_ma:t.:t~J:....ang._z:eceived his information 

_ ~\ !_.ro;n Fo_;SY_;~he. . ~ . 
uJ . 

~ .. j E..Q.r~yj;qe, advised Agenj;s he was paid $500 by an H. L. 
w~ Crawford• ·(possibly ident'ical with Roy Crawford, a Hughes alife) 
-~-~tJ·~o guard ~five autom9biles at the exit of the Desert Inn·Hotel 
U: in Las :Vegas. He stat·ed that about 1 :40 a. m. 11/26/70, he 

8 -:- r= saw four men ·exit the hotel a.nd believes one to have been Hugh 
:.::: •

1 
o This individual was heard to say "Will someone get Bob Maheu o 

9 •;;; Pat Hyland. 11 _{Hyland is head of Hughes Aircraft Company in 
~ California) • 



i\ 
' 

Rosen to Sullivan 
RE: HOWARD HUGHES 

f 
with Hu hes and discredited t ~o~~f..;..tb..~ab..dil.c....tJ..o.n.,and 

e ls surrounding_}JBg..._~. :g_el>,~,rtH~_fr9..m..;;~s..,;Ve_gas. I 
states Hughes is at the Bri~tan~ Beacn Hotel in· Nasl:!_au._an..,.,,..,a---' 
that Hughes remains in full co~i!;pl of his faculties and his 
business interests. 

r 

Miami also developed the information that seven 
Americans were deported by Ba}J.amian authonties on 12/17/70, 
af.terfthey were found in a hotel room directly below ·Hughes 's 
suite. These individuals w~re in posses·sion of elec~ronic 
eavesdropping equipment, came,ras, and .maritime charts. This 
group led by I3everly Hill$.i,;) Qalifornia ,...·.:;..;·,...,·~-.;; ................. """"""'""""""--...--..'--i 

b6 -5 
b7C -5 

Ralls, Jr., and included form.e~r'--"-'A....,..e=n-t_r·-·~ ........ ________ ____. 
soµ of deceased former Agerit,~,.._ _______ ..--__ ........,........,=-=ao.....__, 
Justice ne·artment em lo ee 

red 

\~

ACTION: Bureau indices being reviewed on t~e above individuals 
who were deported from the Bahamas. Investigation is being 
conducted to locate, and interview· Crawford and Eckersley in the 
United States. 

18-cv-01635-820 
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